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offence is committed if any woman is delivered of a child in

by "every person who shall by any secret disposition cf the as
dead body of the said child, whether such child died before,
at, or after its birth, endeavour to conceal the birth thereof." (J
In the two cases referred to the children had been secretly 
abandoned by their mothers when alive and in one of these ir
there had been a conviction before the judge’s attention was D
called to the fact that the child was not dead when con- tl
cealment was attempted. The mother who throws her child w

alive down a privy or abandons it in such circumstances that p
death naturally follows may lay herself open to a charge of c

murder or of manslaughter but does not, strictly speaking, c

commit the offence known as concealment of birth. She a

may, however, be indicted for murder and the jury, while t;

acquitting her upon the capital charge, may convict her of C
concealment of the body of her dead child " in case it shall so i:
appear by the evidence." In cases of this class there is a ten- a

dency, due to sympathy with the suffering which the mother c

has often gone through, to acquit her of the more serious t
offence and to find a merciful verdict, perhaps not altogether i

justified by the evidence, and similarly she may, through the (
clemency of the magistrate, be committed for trial for the 
lighter offence only, and if the evidence at her trial fails to 
establish this acquittal is the result. 

A Cruel -Libel on a Medical Man. 
A man named Foxlee has been found guilty of a libel, or

rather a series of libels, of a malignant and disgusting
character upon Dr. A. R. Waddell of Potter’s Ba,r. Dr. 
Waddell’s case was successfully undertaken by the Medical
Defence Union. There were circumstances of professional
interest attending the case which will make a further
reference to it interesting.

ASYLUM REPORTS.

Royal Asylum of Montrose (Report for the Year ending
May 14th, 1905) -From the report of Dr. John G. Havelock,
the physician superintendent, it appears that the daily
average number resident in this institution throughout the
year reported on was 685. The cases admitted numbered
146, of which 110 were new ones ; the discharges 85, of
whom 61 left recovered (cr 41  78 per cent. of the admissions
including transfers) and 18 relieved ; the deaths 71 (or
10’ 36 of the daily average resident) At the close of the

year there were 680 in residence, of whom 132 weie private
patients, the remainder being chargeable to parishes in
various parts of Scotland, some amongst them to remote parts
such as Caithness and Shetland. Amongst causes of insanity
in the admissions old age heads the list with 21 cases,
alcoholic intemperance being next with 11. In seven

cases the cause was apparently religious excitement and
these it is thought may have succumbed to the in-
fluence of the "church crisis" in Scotland, or may
have been the victims of "the revival movement," from
which we gather that unusual religious influences have

possibly been at work in Scotland of late, though scarcely
probably to the extent that has obtained in Wales. Two
patients were stated, by their friends it would seem, to have
succumbed to a disorder called " motor-mania," a condition
said to be induced by the strain of driving mechanically-
propelled vehicles. We do not remember to have heard of
it before and are content to await further experience before
accepting an addi?ion to the dangers already associated with
the pursuit of motoring. Hereditary influences, direct or
collateral, were ascertained in the extremely low proportion
of nine cases out of 146 admissions, notwithstanding
that at Montrose, according to the report, more

exact information as to causation is possibly obtain-
able than is the case with institutions serving large
urban districts : " In a country parish the complete history
of the patient is commonly known ...... even the family
history for a generation back." The great majority of the
cases admitted were varieties of mania and melancholia.
Two villas are in use, one for each sex, and this plan is
found most suitable here as at other asylums. In the first
of the two reports of the Commissioners in Lunacy it is noted
that female nurses have been placed in charge of the male
sick ward, a system which is spoken of with approval by the
Commissioners. It is further mentioned that new cases ara
now admitted to,-and treated in, a separate hospital ward,
an arrangement which is expected to favour the early
recovery of the curable. Both reports of the Commissioners

Lunacy refer in favourable terms to the condition of the
Iylum.
Staffordshire County Asylum, Cltcddleton, near Leek

Rfport for the Year 1904-05).-Although this asylum was
11y opened six years ago the accommodation is to be
Increased to the extent of 400 beds. From the report of
r. W. F. Menzies, the medical superintendent, it appears
iat the admissions for 1904 numbered 205 ; 86 paiients
’ere discharged recovered (the bigh proportion of 42’ 4
er cent. of the admissions), and 80 died (12-54 per
ent. of the average daily number resident, a figure appre-
iably higher than the average for county and borough
sylums, and we observe in Table III. of the statistical
ables that this figure has been as high or higher since 1900).
)f the patients admitted no less than 122 were regarded as
rrecoverable. As regards causation, alcohol or syphilis,
acquired or inherited, was a determining factor in 112
of the admissions, being a percentage of 55 4 on

he total admissions. Heredity of in-anity was found
n 80 out of 168 cases in which a history was obtained.
General paralysis accounted for 20 per cent. of the deaths
and tuberculosis for 16.2 per cent., the latter figure com-
paring favourably with that for asylums of similar size as
given in the Blue-book. 16 of the admissions were found to
oe suffering from pulmonary tuberculosis on reception. Such
cases are sent directly to special wards, an example which is
worthy of being followed in all asylums. Dr. Menzies
observes that the recent experience of the institution seerrs
to strengthen the view that a large proportion of asylum
tuberculosis is present on admission of the patients but in too
early a stage to be suspected. He considers that " those
who have for some years advocated the maintenance of an
artificially high temperature in asylum wards have been
helping to promote the spread of tubercle." In regard to
diarrhoea and dysentery Dr. Menzies’s experience supports
the supposition that most asylum epidemics arise from a
very small number of unrecognised chronic cases.

VITAL STATISTICS.

HEALTH OF ENGLISH TOWNS.

IN 76 of the largest English towns 8530 births and 5288
deaths were registered during the week ending March 3rd.
The annual rate of mortality in these towns, which had
been 15  2, 17 - 2, and 17 - 3 per 1000 in the three preceding
weeks, further rose to 17’ 4 per 1000 last week. In London
the death-rate was 16 6 per 1000, while it averaged 17’ 8
in the 75 other large towns. The lowest death-rates in
these towns were 8’ 9 in Northampton, 9’ 7 in Wallasey,
10 - 5 in Newport (Mon.), 10 - 8 in King’s Norton, 11- 4 in
Handsworth (Staffs.), and 11 - 6 in East Ham ; the highest
rates were 22 2 in Liverpool and in Blackburn, 22-4 in
Gateshead, 23 - 3 in Warrington, 23 - 5 in Stockport, 23 - 7 in
Merthyr Tydfil, 24 - 9 in Bury, 25 - 8 in Nottingham, and 27 - 7
in Bournemouth. The 5288 deaths in these towns last week
included 420 which were referred to the principal infectious
diseases, against 400, 446, and 388 in the three pre-
ceding weeks ; of these 420 deaths, 133 resulted from
measles, 130 from whooping-cough, 67 from diphtheria, 42
from diarrhoea, 35 from scarlet fever, and 13 from " fever "

(principally enteric), but not any from small-pox. No deaths
from any of the principal infectious diseases were registered
last week in Northampton, Ipswich, Norwich, Burton-on-
Trent, Coventry, Bootle, Wigan, Rochdale, Barrow-in-

Furness, Tynemouth, or Newport (Mon.) ; while they caused
the highest death-rates in Bournemouth, Reading, Liverpool,
Bury, Preston, Huddersfield, Leeds, York, and West Hartle-
pool. The greatest proportional mortality from measles
occurred in Hornsey, Tottenham, Liverpool, Bury, Blackburn,
Preston, and Leeds ; from scarlet fever in West Hartlepool ;
from diphtheria in Huddersfield and Merthyr Tydfil ; and
from whooping-cough in Brighton, Bournemouth, South-
ampton, Reading, Birmingham, Leicester, York, West
Hartlepool, Gateshead, and Rhondda. The mortality
from " fever" and from diarrhoea showed no marked
excess in any of the large towns. No deaths from
small pox were registered last week in any of the 76
towns. There were six small-pox cases under treatment
in the Metropolitan Asylums Hospitals at the end of
last week, against two and five at the end of the two

preceding weeks ; one new case was admitted during the week,
against two and three in the two preceding weeks. The
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number of scarlet fever cases in these hospitals and in the
London Fever Hospital at the end of last week was 2628,
against 2839, 2734, and 2689 at the end of the three pre-
ceding weeks; 273 new cases were admitted during the week,
against 283, 281, and 274 in the three preceding weeks. The
deaths in London referred to pneumonia and disease:’ of the
respiratory system, which had been 278, 289, and 328 in the
three preceding weeks, further rose last week to 343, but were
92 below the corrected average number in the corresponding
periods of the four preceding years. The causes of 70,
or 1  3 per cent., of the deaths in the 76 towns last week
were not certified either by a registered medical practi-
tioner or by a coroner. All the causes of death were

duly certified in West Ham, Leicester, Nottingham, Salford,
Bradford, Hull, and 45 other smaller towns, while the largest
proportions of uncertified deaths were registered in Ports-
mouth, Hanley, Birmingham, Aston Manor, Liverpool,
St. Helens, Blackburn, Sheffield, and Gateshead.

HEALTH OF SCOTCH TOWNS.

The annual rate of mortality in eight of the principal
Scotch towns, which had been 16 8, 18’ 0, and 19 6 per 1000
in the three preceding weeks, declined again to 19 3 per 1000
during the week ending March 3rd, but was 1’9 per 1000
in excess of the mean rate during the same period in the 76
large English towns. The rates in the eight Scotch towns
ranged from 10 ’ 7 in Leith and 13 - 6 in Perth to
21’4 in Greenock and 27’5 in Dundee. The 661 deaths
in these towns included 26 which were referred to
measles, 14 to diarrhoea, ten to whooping-cough, six to

diphtheria, three to "fever," and two to scarlet fever.
In all, 61 deaths resulted from these principal infectious
diseases last week, against 47, 64, and 54 in the three pre-
ceding weeks. These 61 deaths were equal to an annual
rate of 1’ 8 per 1000, which was 0’ 4 per 1000 above the
mean rate last week from the same diseases in the 76
large English towns. The fatal cases of measles, which had
been 18, 34, and 28 in the three preceding weeks, further
declined to 26 last week, and included 16 in Glasgow, four in
Paisley, three in Dundee, and two in Edinburgh. The deaths
from diarrhoea, which had been 15, ten, and five in the three
preceding weeks, rose again last week to 14, of which six
occurred in Glasgow and five in Dundee. The fatal cases
of whooping-cough, which had been four, five, and ten
in the three preceding weeks, were again ten last week
and included six in Glasgow and two in Dundee. The
deaths from diphtheria, which had been three, nine, and
two in the three preceding weeks, rose again last week
to six, of which four were registered in Glasgow. The
deaths referred to diseases of the respiratory system in
these towns, which had been 108, 134, and 125 in the
three preceding weeks, rose again to 153 last week, and
were 39 above the number in the corresponding period of
last year. The cause? of 19, or nearly 3 per cent., of the
deaths registered in these eight towns last week were not
certified.

HEALTH OF DUBLIN.

The death-rate in Dublin, which had been 20 - 5, 19-0,
and 24 ’ 4 per 1000 in the three preceding weeks, further rose
to 24’ 8 per 1000 during the week ending March 3rd.

During the past four weeks the death-rate has averaged
22 - 2 per 1000, the rate during the same period being 16 5
per 1000 both in London and in Edinburgh. The 180 deachs
of persons belonging to Dublin registered during the week
under notice were three in excess of the number in the pre-
ceding week and included six which were referred to the
principal infectious diseases, against one, one, and six in
the three preceding weeks ; of these, four resulted from
whooping-cough, one from " fever," and one from diar-
rhoea, but not any from small-pox, measles, scarlet fever,
or diphtheria. These six deaths were equal to an annual
rate of 0’ 8 per 1000, the death-rates last week from the
principal infectious diseases being 1’ 4 in London and O. 9
in Edinburgh. The 180 deaths in Dublin last week in-
cluded 22 of children under one year of age and 55 of
persons aged 60 years and upwards; the deaths of infants
showed a decline, while those of elderly persons slightly
exceeded the number in the preceding week. Nine inquest
cases and ten deaths from violence were registered ; and
61, or more than a third, of the deaths occurred in public
institutions. The causes of four, or more than 2 per
cent., of the deaths registered in Dublin last week were
not certified.

THE SERVICES.

ROYAL NAVY MEDICAL SBRVIOB.
IHE following appointments are notified :--Fleet Sur-

geons : J. J. Walsh to the Blenheim, on recommissioning;
E. R. D. Fasken to the Implacable; and J. Jenkins to the
Hood. Staff Surgeons: R. D. Jameson to the La waster,
on recommissioning : G. T. Bishop and R. F. Clark to the
President, additional for three months’ course at the West
London Hospital. Surgeons : W. C. B. Smith to the
Lancaster, on recommissoning, and H. V. Wells to the
Eelipse.

ROYAL HORSE GUARDS.

Surgeon-Captain Basil Pares, from 1st Life Guards, to be
Surgeon-Major, vice Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel H. Rayner,
retired (dated Feb. 17cb, 1906).

ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS.
Lieutenant A. C. Osburn is appointed to the Station Hos-

pital, Lebong, for duty. Major C. R. Elliott, Sanitary
Officer, Western Command, is directed to proceed to Karachi
and Quetta in connexion with proposals for accommodation,
&c., connected with the Redistribution Scheme. Colonel
0. E. P. Lloyd, V.C., Administrative Medical Officer of the
5th Division, at Dover Headquarters, is ordered to India,
where he will fill a s-imiiar appointment at Mhow.

ARMY MEDICAL RESERVE OF OFFICERS.

Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel Gforge Middlemiss having
resigned his commission in the Volunteers, ceases to belong
to the Army Medical Reserve of Officers (dated March 3rd,
1906). Surgeon-Major Cnarles N. Lee to be Surg&eacute;on-Lieu-
tenant-Colonel (dattd Feb. 14th, 1906). Surgeon. Major
Francis J. L. Warwick, having resigned his commission in
the Volunteers, ceases to belong to the Army Medical
Reserve of Officers (dated March 3rd. 1906). Surgeon-
Captain Campbell Boyd to be Surgeon-Major (dated
Feb. 24th, 1906).

ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS (MILITIA).
Captain and Honorary Major (Honorary Captain in the

Army) J. T. Simpson to be Major (dated Jan. 13th, 1906).
Captain (Honorary Captain in the Army) A. H. Benson is
granted the honorary rank cf Major (dated Feb. 2nd, 1906).

IMPERIAL YEOMANRY.
West Somerset : Surgeon-Lieutenant C. Farrant to be Sur-

geon-Captain (dated March 3rd, 1906).
VOLUNTEER CORPS.

Royal Garrison Artillery ( Volunteers) : lst Forfarshire.
Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel W. ChalLLers-Cowan is granted
the honorary rank of burgeon-Colonel (dated March 3rd,
1906).

-Royal Engineers ( Volunteers) The Tyne Division (Sub-
marine Miners) : Surgeon-Major F. W. Gtbbon is granted
the honorary rank of Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel (dated
March 3rd, 1906).

-Rifle: The Queen’s Rifle Volunteer Brigade the Royal
Scots (Lothian Regiment) : Laurence William Pole to be

Surgeon-Lieutenant (dated March 3rd, 1906). 8th Volun-
teer Battalion the Royal Scots (Lothian Regiment) : Sur-

geon-Lieutenant W. P. Simpson resigns his commission

(dated March 3rd, 1906). 2nd (Earl of Chester’s) Volunteer
Battalion the Cheshire Regiment : Surgeon-Lieutenant A.
MacLennan to be Surgeon-Captain (dated March 3rd,
1906). 2nd London Volunteer Rifle Corps: Surgeon-
Captain S. A. M. Copeman to be Surgeon-Major (dated
Feb. 12th, 1906).

ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPH (VOLUNTEERS).
Scottish Command : Glasgow Companies : Lieutenant G.

Gordon to be Captain (dated March 3rd, 1906).
DEATHS IN THE SERVICES.

Thomas Edmondston Charles, M.D., LL.D. Edin.,
F.R.C.P. Lond., Deputy Surgeon-General I.M.S. (retired),
Honorary Physician to His Majesty the King, at his resi-
dence, Cliff Cottage, Flushing, near Falmouth, on March 2nd.
He was the son of the late Rev. Dr. Charles of Kirkcowan
and was born at Calcutta where his father was chaplain for
the Church of Scotland. He received his medical education
at the University of Edinburgh and after graduating entered
the Indian Medical Service. Proceeding to India in 1857, be
passed through the Indian Mutiny, taking part in the


